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animal. A cow at this time is dangerous to the remainder of the herd and should be kept by herself. When this happens in the pasture and remains unobserved by the owner, it is easy to see how other animals may become infected from licking the discharged material. At times, the germs are found in the milk. Most of the common methods of disinfection will kill the abortion germ.
Contagious abortion is most common in heifers, but may be observed in older cows. After one or two abortions an animal may become permanently sterile or may give birth to several apparently normal calves. No breed of cattle is more susceptible to the disease than another. The bull is not considered an important factor in transmitting the disease to healthy cows.
Symptoms
No one knows exactly how long it takes to produce an abortion after an animal becomes infected. It may be any time from several weeks to several months. Usually the first thing a farmer notices is a calf born before full term. The calf is usually dead. If the animal in question was under close observation, she might show the usual signs of an approaching normal parturition. The udder may increase in size, and the external organs may swell and exude a brownish discharge. This may take place at almost any time. Animals may abort at such an early period in pregnancy as to pass unnoticed and the aborted fetus remain undiscovered. The reappearance of heat may be the first indication that an abortion has taken place.
The premature passage of a dead fetus may be regarded as the first symptom of abortion disease. Another common symptom is retained afterbirth. This is frequent in herds known to be affected with the disease. In abortions which occur in the early stages of pregnancy, the fetal membranes are more likely to be discharged along with the fetus. In abortions which occur late in the gestation period, the membranes may fail to be expelled naturally. If these